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THE NORTHERN TERRITORIES OF THE
GOLD COAST1
" THE Northern Territories of the Gold Coast " is the name
that was given in 1897 to that portion of the Gold Coast
Protectorate which lies to the North of Ashanti proper. In
those days the Southern Boundary was roughly described
as being the 8th parallel of latitude; but in 1906 this was
changed and the Black Volta River became the Southern
Boundary to a certain point West of Yeji, from whence a
line to the River Pru was taken so as to include Prang and
Yeji in the Northern Territories, the Pru River being taken
as the boundary to its junction with the River Volta, the
junction being 8 miles east by road from Yeji. Up to this
point both banks of the River Volta are English, but a
little lower down, the Dakar River from the north joins the
River Volta; and, the Dakar forming for some distance
the eastern boundary between the Protectorate and Togo-
land, the Volta River continues to do so from the junction to
about 120 miles from the mouth of the River. The waterway
is entirely English, and the left bank forms the boundary
in the higher reaches between Ashanti and Togoland and in
the lower reaches between the Colony and Togoland. Beyond
this point the boundary takes an easterly direction and both
banks become wholly English, the country on the east being
known as " The Trans-Volta Province."
The boundary on the east of the Protectorate follows the
Dakar for some distance north of Salaga and then becomes
a beaconed line till it meets the French boundary in the
north, laid down so as to leave the country under the King
of Mamprusi who resides near Gambaga to the English, and
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the country under Cheokosi who resides at Sansanne-Mango
to Germany.
On the west the boundary is the Black Volta as far as its
intersection with the nth parallel of latitude, the country
on the west being the French Ivory Coast, though in the
far north it ceases to be under the Government of the Ivory
Coast and up to a few months ago was included under the
Territoires Militaires, whose headquarters are at Wagadugu,
ioo miles north of Tumu. The centres of administration
remain the same, but the Administration itself has become
entirely civil and not military from last September (1907).
The Northern Boundary is an arbitrary line as near the
nth parallel as possible, diverging only sufficiently to allow
the villages and their farms to be wholly either English or
French, and at the eastern end a diversion was made to allow
all the Mamprusi country, as it was then known, to remain
English. Unfortunately our knowledge of the country at
the time the treaty was made was limited, and certain con-
ditions were laid down, based on semi-accurate information,
which resulted in a good many Mamprusi towns falling to
France in one case and to Germany in the other.
It was unfortunate, as some were quite big towns and
had been loyal to us during the time of acute tension between
the French and ourselves in 1897-98; and in settling the
boundary in 1900 with Captain Pettier, I had demon-
strative scenes in some of the Mamprusi towns which became
French. This was not complimentary to the French at the
time; but the people have now settled down to the new order,
and seem quite satisfied with their present administration.
Every road that crosses these three frontiers is now
beaconed, and there are never any disputes between ourselves
and the French, with whom we live on the best of terms.
A village more or less, to one side or the other, is of little
value, and the main thing is to have the boundary least liable
to provoke friction and constant small palavers. In the case
of the French we have that; but in the case of Togoland,
the boundary is unnecessarily close to our Mamprusi towns,
and there are more aids to friction there than in the north.
At the same time, had we possessed fuller information as to
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the limits of the King of Mamprusi's country on the north-
eastern side, our boundary should have been several miles
further north.
The Northern Territories lie wholly out of the forest belt
that stretches inland from the coast for about 200 miles, and
are covered in uncultivated parts with rank grass, which is
burnt annually. All over the country is a scrub of dwarfed
trees, chiefly acacia, except by the rivers, where fine trees
are found, characteristic of the Southern Forest.
Every village possesses a shade tree, either cotton, baobab,
or one of the two species known to the Hausa as kinta and
pissa (or fisa: Blighia sapida), characterised by a compact
growth of dark and glossy leaves.
The trees that persist in their growth in spite of the fire
are, as a rule, with the exception of the shea-butter tree, of
no use except as fuel. Some bear salmon-coloured blossoms
and some white, and occasionally laburnum is met with.
Amongst the larger trees, where they exist, are found
mahogany and one or two very fine-grained woods, but these
are all scarce, especially in the north.
Rivers.—The main water-system of the country runs
generally from north to south, and is formed by the Black
and White Volta with one or two large tributaries, chief of
which are the Kulpawn, which rises near Tumu, and the
Sisili River, which comes from the north between Tumu and
Navoro and joins the Kulpawn a few miles before entering
the White Volta. These rivers are in the higher reaches
often dry in places during the dry season; but canoes are
able to reach Daboya at all times of the year, though in the
dry season it is often necessary to unload them and carry
them and their cargo over the dry or shallow places. Gener-
ally, however, the river for many miles above Yeji can be
considered as available for transport during the whole year,
and a large number of canoes are in constant use bringing
up salt. This I shall refer to again later on.
The rivers are infested with crocodiles, and a very large
number of hippo live in them and do much damage to the
natives' crops. I am afraid I am one of those who regret
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the limit put on the shooting of these animals, and also >f
elephants, as the damage they can do in a maize crop during
one night often reduces a village later on to starvation, and
we are continually being asked by natives to come and
destroy these enemies to cultivation.
Seasons.—The rainy season lasts from May to October
and is heralded in April by terrific wind-storms, which often
cause a badly-made roof to collapse. As all the dwellings in
use up to the present moment have been made by amateurs
in house-building, the temporary owner during one of these
storms watches his roof with some trepidation.
The rain during the rainy months falls often daily, in
violent storms lasting about 2 to 3 hours; but seldom con-
tinuously throughout the day. The result of this is that all
the river beds in the dry season appear much deeper than
the importance of the river would justify, the river being an
impassable torrent for some hours after the storms and very
quickly subsiding again. The average rainfall is between
40 and 50 inches.
The country may be described as a gently undulating
plateau rising gradually northward from Kintampo, and
ending abruptly in a sheer scarp running south-west to north-
east, and passing six miles north of Gambaga, the drop
being about 500 feet, a break existing west of Gambaga to
admit the passage of the White Volta River.
Politically there is no frontier caused by this scarp, but
there seems to be a difference in the climatic conditions that
exercise considerable influence on the life, agriculture and
occupations of the inhabitants.
In the north-east and north-west corners of the Pro-
tectorate the country is more broken, and small hills from
100 to 500 feet high are found, sometimes isolated and some-
times formed into small ranges.
Surface.—The basis of the soil is sandstone, covered in
the lower levels with a thin layer of alluvial deposit. In
the scarp and hills generally the sandstone occurs in large
blocks or in thinly laminated strata, but whereas in the hills
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these formations are almost horizontal, in the latter they are
in many instances tilted vertically. Granite and quartz are
found associated with the hills, and are more common near
Lorha. Iron enters largely into the composition of some of
the rocks, and laterite crops up persistently.
The map of the country has been published by the Intelli-
gence Department and consists of one map of moiooo an<3
sheets of
 B;ofroo- I* w a s Pu t together from compass
sketches made by officers and astronomical observations by
the late Mr. Ferguson, the whole fitted on to the rigid traverse
work connected with the three Boundary Commissions; and
on the whole a very accurate map has been produced.
The area of the country is about 40,000 square miles—equal
to that of England; but with the present means of getting
from one place to another, it may well be considered as
though it were fourteen times larger.
The population is difficult to judge at the present moment,
but I am confident that at the next census it will be found to
exceed two million people. The northern part is thickly
populated, but in the south, especially the western part,
which was raided by Samory, there is a great deal of unin-
habited country. The villages in the south are to some extent
compact, though not so much as the Ashanti towns; but in the
north each compound (called by the natives sokala) is sur-
rounded by its farms. These compounds often hold 40 or
50 people, and the largest I have seen measured over 800
yards in circumference. A town bearing a common name
often stretches 6 miles by 6 miles, with hundreds of these
compounds in it, and is separated from the next town by a
very short strip of scrubby bush. Across the northern part
from east to west, it is rarely that one is out of sight of a
compound.
In some tribes the cattle live in an open enclosure inside
the compound walls, and the compound itself seems to con-
sist of anything from four or five to twenty or thirty mud
huts joined together by mud walls, the whole having the
appearance of large forts. Indeed, in case of attack, they
have been found very useful when occupied by armed troops.
The one entrance is extremely small, sometimes a narrow
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passage, or more often a hole like the entrance to a beehive,
to enter which one has to go down on one's hands and knees.
Inside, the various huts and their joining walls form a
veritable rabbit warren, dividing the interior into store-
houses, living-rooms, women's quarters and kitchens, cattle,
sheep and horse enclosures. In the case of the latter there
is usually a big opening into a similar passage and from
thence a narrow opening to the outside. Now they realise
that the country is becoming peaceful, fewer precautions are
taken with regard to making the entrance difficult.
In the north-east, the cattle are often kept away from the
town and are looked after by Fulanis.
The huts in the north have flat roofs of hard mud, and
the people sit on the roofs, which they reach by a notched
tree. In the south the huts have a conical grass roof, some-
times raised to a great height. The huts vary in diameter
from 10 or 12 feet to 30 feet and are generally in a most
unsanitary condition, though parts will be kept extremely
clean, the floors being beaten when wet with flat pieces of
wood until they are as hard as though made of cement.
Tribes.—There are no big kingdoms as there are in
Northern Nigeria. The German boundary cuts up the only
one of any importance, viz., the Dagombas, whose capital
was at Yendi, now German, and whose principal chiefs were
at Karaga, 30 mHes south of Gambaga, and at Savelugu, 12
miles north of Tamale.
The best in organisation at the present day is the Mamprusi
country, ruled nominally by a King who lives at a small town
near Gambaga, but in reality by the Laman of Gambaga, a
patriarchal-looking Mohammedan.
There is but little time in a lecture like this to go into the
back history of the tribes inhabiting the Protectorate. The
Mamprusis at one time were masters of the whole of the
northern part of the country, from the Ivory Coast in the
west to beyond Sansanne-Mango on the east, but failed in
their attempt to conquer the Gonja tribe which inhabited the
country round Daboya.
Many years ago they conquered Dagomba, and are re.
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ported to have made an expedition against the Ashantis in
which, though they held their own, they reaped no benefit.
Moshi country, now in the French sphere of influence, was
also conquered by the Mamprusi; and, up to quite lately, a
yearly present of horses was made to the King of Mamprusi
by the Moshi, and the election of a new King of Moshi had
to be confirmed by the King of Mamprusi. The three
dynasties, the Dagomba, Moshi and Mamprusi, appear to
have maintained the most friendly feelings towards each
other of later years; and two generations ago the sovereigns
of Mamprusi and Moshi entered into an agreement to prevent
the conquest of either kingdom by the other. Each swore
an oath binding on their successors that neither would enter
the capital of the other, and the terms of the oath involved
the transgressor in certain and violent death.
It was not until 20 years ago that events occurred to disturb
the peaceful relations existing between the King of Mamprusi
and his subjects; but since then the constant depredations of
native freebooters, such as Samory, Babatu and Amrahia,
and the arrival of European Powers, have furnished the
excuses of fear and self-interest for withholding his due from
the suzerain, and have in many instances led to a repudiation
of his authority.
The Dagombas who live round Tamale are now divided
into eastern and western, their respective Chiefs living at
Savelugu and Karaga. The markets in their country are
by far the biggest in the Protectorate; and they have a large
population living in big villages more or less compact, and
as a rule not so scattered as in the country of the north.
Conquered by Mamprusi many years ago, they appear to
have been left alone and allowed to run themselves; but every
new King elected sends presents to the Mamprusi King.
The Chief of Karaga generally succeeded to the Kingship
of Dagomba and took up his quarters at Yendi; now Karaga
and Savelugu may be looked on as different tribes, and
rarely, if ever, interfere with one another.
The Gonja tribe inhabit the southern country, and in the
old days the King lived at Yabum, about 8 hours' march
north-west of Bole; but in 1896 and 1897 Samory raided the
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country and lived on it for two years, making Bole his head-
quarters. When I passed through in 1900, on a shooting
expedition, I found the bush in many places full of skeletons,
and there must have been a fearful slaughter carried out
round Bole, the country now being almost without in-
habitants between Bole and Kintampo. As a result, the
country is broken up into new kingdoms; and though the
King of Yabum may be consulted on certain matters,
Daboya and Salaga are practically independent kingdoms
and are treated as such by our Administration. Wa forms
the headquarters of the Wala tribe, and north of them we
have the Lobis, close to the river, though their main country
lies on the French bank of the Black Volta. The Dargati
north of the Wa and the Grunshi occupy the country around
Tumu to Navoro. East of Navoro to the German boundary,
live the Kussasi, who have been given the name of Fra Fra:
probably from the curious sounds they make when greeting
one. South of Navoro live a tribe called Kanjargah, in an
enormous town covering 48 square miles. Some of our best
troops are enlisted among these people.
It will thus be seen that there are 9 tribes in the country,
viz.:—
MampnuL Wala. Grnnjhi.
Dagomba. LobL Ktusaa.
Gonja. Dagmrti. Kanjargah.
They have totally different languages, and, having lived
for years in a continual state of fighting amongst themselves,
or against roving freebooters, seem to have mixed very
little. Often, when travelling, an interpreter who has been
useful at midday, by evening finds himself in a country
where he cannot understand a word of the language. Fortu-
nately in every village are several men who know Hausa; and
these become the general means of communication.
The chief freebooters in the recent past were Samory,
Babatu and Amrahia. Samory seems to have destroyed the
western part of the country; Babatu and Amrahia exploited
the northern part, but were not always successful in their raids.
Amrahia was finally set up by the French as the reputed
King of Grunshi, most of which country now lies in their
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sphere of influence. They (the French) put forward a treaty
made with him as a claim to the country, and managed to
make good their claim when the treaty was drawn up.
Having achieved their object, they have pensioned him off
and reinstated the family of the proper King of Grunshi,
with whom we had a treaty, which should have given us
preference over all the Grunshi country. Babatu was taken
up by the Germans, and, had he lived, I believe they in-
tended making him King of Yendi. The French killed
Samory a few years ago.
Native Freebooters.—It is, perhaps, worth while to refer
here briefly to the circumstances that enable an obscure in-
dividual, without political influence, to achieve a mushroom
growth as a powerful free-lance, and to remain for years a
standing menace to the peace and prosperity of the most
important kingdoms. A solution of this problem is to be
found in the poverty of the potentates in the country under
discussion, and in their consequent inability to maintain a
standing army. In the case of an invasion of the country,
the king had, and exercised, the power of ordering a levee
en masse; but the necessities of supply did not admit of a
protracted struggle, and the result of a pitched battle was
that the commonalty returned at once to their ordinary
avocations, accepting with more or less resignation the rule
of the victor. It was true that, when the coffers of a powerful
king were empty, he would organise a slave-raiding expedi-
tion into his neighbour's territory; but for this purpose he
would detail the fighting contingent of a particular district,
and would so arrange the time of its descent as not to inter-
fere with his own harvest, while it remained in foreign
territory no longer than the granaries would furnish support
for the expeditionary force and its captures. There existed
no body of men kept in a condition of military efficiency,
ready to be applied at any threatened point. An outlying
town or district was therefore at the mercy of any adventurer
strong and skilful enough to strike a sudden blow.
With the adventurer the case is entirely different. An
ambitious temperament enabled him to become the leading
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personage in the village in which he had been reared, and
he used this position to procure for himself a horse, gun, and
ammunition, the necessary properties for the part he pro-
posed to play. With the assistance of such lawless spirits
as he could attract by promise of loot, he led his villagers
against a neighbouring community, effaced its adult males,
and disposed of the women and children partly as rewards
for his adherents, and partly in the nearest slave market. A
few successes of this nature not only established his reputa-
tion and attracted followers to his banner, but gave him the
wherewithal to furnish them with guns to undertake enter-
prises of greater magnitude. Once embarked on this career,
the difficulty of maintaining his retinue compelled him to
change his quarters at frequent intervals, and he lived a life
of constant fighting and plunder, ended only by his death
or by his settling down in the place of some important chief
whom he had ousted from his possessions. It is true that
the arch-freebooter, Samory, endeavoured to maintain him-
self in one spot by employing his numerous slaves in growing
crops, but in spite of his resources, and the genius with
which he directed them, the attempt was a failure, and, his
forces being weakened by famine and sickness due to priva-
tion, he was always irresistibly driven to fresh enterprises
in order to provide sustenance for his army.
Many expeditions had to be made in 1900, 1901, 1902
against these tribes in the north, but owing to the apparent
impossibility of leaving a resident in occupation, I am afraid
they did a great deal of harm. In some cases the natives
ran away, and their towns were burnt, and no explanation
was possible, without which a punitive expedition becomes
worse than useless.
Administration.—When I took over the country in 1905,
the Administration was a sort of combined military and civil
one. The force in the country consisted of the and Battalion
of the Gold Coast Regiment, with three companies at Gam-
baga, one at Wa, one at Kintampo (now in Ashanti), one
at Yeji. The officers commanding the companies at out-
stations acted as Commissioners of the Districts which took
UVoL T
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their name from the headquarters town. The civil work and
the necessity of keeping the company up to a proper standard
of military efficiency 'from an inspection point of view (on
the reports as to which the officers' future military career
depended, since it must be remembered they were mostly
lent from the War Office and returned to their regi-
ments after five years), prevented them from travelling
about their district at all. The result was that, a short
distance from a station, the natives were truculent and inde-
pendent, continually looting caravans; and the only course
open to the District Commissioner was to take periodical
armed patrols round the country, when the natives some-
times raised opposition, or more often ran away. Their
methods were to come up at night-time and drop poisoned
arrows into the camp in the dark, and then run away; and
the chances of getting in touch with them were practically
nil. The first thing to be done was to send a company from
Gambaga to Navoro, where there were continual fights
amongst the natives, to form a station there, and then to
draw up a new scheme by which the Commissioners could
be set free to travel continually in their country, and sit
down in these truculent towns till the natives came in. On
the first of January, 1907, a combined military and civil
administration, from which it was impossible to get adequate
results, gave way to a purely civil administration, the and
Gold Coast Regiment, West African Frontier Force, being
disbanded and replaced by a considerably reduced number of
Civil Police under a Commandant, called the " Northern
Territories Constabulary," a portion of whom are mounted;
and, in accordance with the general scheme on which the
West African Frontier Force is founded, the Protectorate
maintains and bears the cost of one company of the Force,
whose regimental headquarters are at Kumasi.
A re-arrangement of Districts took place and new Adminis-
trative Districts were formed1 as follows:—
(a) The Southern District, headquarters at Tamale, sub-
districts at Salaga, Yeji and Bole.
(b) The North-Western District, headquarters at Wa, sub-
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districts at Lorha (Lobi country) and Tumu (Grunshi
country).
(c) The North-Eastern District, headquarters at Gambaga,
sub-district at Navoro.
Provincial Commissioners are in charge of the head-
quarters, and District Commissioners of the sub-districts.
Lately a further change took place, when Yeji ceased to
be a sub-district; and this year Bawku will be made one in
its place. The headquarters of the Protectorate were moved
to Tamale instead of Gambaga, the heads of departments
moving there in the early part of this year.
During last year the Southern Province and the North-
Western Province were put in proper working order; but for
several reasons it was found impossible to organise the North-
Eastern Province, the main one being that a great number of
towns in the district showed no intention of coming under our
control, and it was considered advisable to place the Pro-
vincial Commissioner at Navoro in a position to get in touch
with the surrounding country, whilst the Chief Commissioner
undertook the local work at Gambaga, as had been the custom
under the old system. In consequence of an incident which
took place last year, the main obstacle has been removed, and
on the return of the Provincial Commissioner from leave, the
district will be organised on its proper basis. Naturally
with a new scheme a great many possible improvements
have been brought to notice; but, on the whole, the scheme
is working quite up to expectations, though it is hoped that
by 1909 more decentralisation will be possible, especially in
finance matters, which, with the absence of a complete system
of telegraph service, are apt to get out of control of head-
quarters. Attention is specially called to this, as it is difficult
to realise what it means to have to deal with urgent matters
when it takes 16 days for a message to come and 16 days for
it to return. However, this will no doubt be remedied in a
year or two, when money is available to complete the
telegraph system.
All officials have worked most loyally to make the new
scheme a success, and the constant travelling, impossible
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under the old military system, has already worked wonders
in developing and bringing into touch previously unknown
districts.
The administration of the country under undoubtedly the
only sound method, viz., by the natives themselves, is ren-
dered particularly difficult for many reasons in the Northern
Territories. They may be shortly put as follows:—
(1) Absence of any really big Chiefs.
(2) The break-up of what were in a certain sense kingdoms
by Samory and Babatu, and the consequent independence of
small communities.
(3) The absolute imbecility of 60 per cent, of the present
elected Chiefs.
(4) The want of any common laws even amongst tribes
speaking one language with regard to land, matrimony, &c.
It is rare to find the head of a family treated with respect by
his sons after they have once reached a certain age.
(5) The constant stream of traders passing through the
country who prefer to bring their small native matters to the
white man, rather than take them to the local Chief.
With regard to the first, the want of big men in the
country:
The only organised tribes are:—
(i) The Mamprusi under the King of Gambaga.
(ii) The Gonja under the King of Khombe residing near
Salaga.
(iii) The Wala under the King of Wa.
(iv) The two sections of the Dagomba, one under the Chief
of Karaga, the other under the Chief of Savelugu, both
originally under the Kings of Yendi, which latter town is
now in possession of Germany.
Of these the two latter are probably the strongest men, and
their people are more intelligent than any other. The
Dagomba Chiefs are a very much better class than can be
found elsewhere in the country, and it was mainly due to this
that the new headquarters have been moved to Tamale, situ-
ated as it is in a thickly-populated part of the country under
the King of Savelugu.
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The remaining tribes of the country, Lobi, Dagarti,
Grunshi, Kussasi, were broken up in 1896 to 1898 by
Samory and Babatu, and each compound became more or
less a law unto itself, obeying no man really. It is true they
have nominal Chiefs, but they are selected as a rule for their
incapacity to make anyone obey them. Semi-blindness,
paralysis, and often idiocy appear to have been the qualifi-
cations in many parts of the country, the only sine qud non
being that the candidate should have plenty of cattle, as on
him falls the privilege of paying any fines that the Com-
missioner might impose on the town.
Much trouble has been taken to divide these people up
into their original divisions, so as to come under the para-
mount Chiefs they were in the habit of obeying before
Samory and Babatu overran the country. It has been at-
tended with great success in the North-Western District,
where every town has been allotted to some paramount Chief
with its own consent; and they now take their native dis-
putes to the Chiefs, which has considerably reduced the work
previously falling on the Commissioners' Courts.
This is due to constant travelling, constant speeches, and
care taken to replace each impotent Chief by the best selec-
tion that can be made whenever occasion arises; but it
will be two generations at least before we get Chiefs who will
approach anything like the standard required for general pro-
gress and administration in the country, as far as native
assistance is concerned.
The absence of any strict laws, or even customs, connected
with matrimony leads to most of the civil cases in Court.
The constancy with which a woman changes her husband
would be humorous if it were not for the trouble it gives. A
good deal of this curious breach of their old tribal customs
is due to the advent of the native soldiers into the country,
and the constant stream of traders of all nations that passes
through. When the women are tired of travelling day after
day, they go to the soldiers' lines. There, after a time, they
find the constant water-carrying a trial, so they either run
away to their own villages, or join another caravan; and up
to a certain age they are always changing, which leads to
3 5 8 JOURNAL OF THE AFRICAN SOCIETY
constant fights between the last and the new hus-
band, often taken up by the respective villages of the
two men.
The most important events last year were the pacification
of a part of the country known as the Sapari Hills—to which
it was feared that an expedition would have to be sent—
and the break-up of a gang of looters who were doing much
to drive traders to Togoland rather than face the dangers
of the Gambaga-Kumasi Road at the point where it crossed
the Northern Frontier.
It was found in the Sapari Hill District that the hostility
of the natives was due in great part to some Moshi men who
had settled in the country. They had been important men
in the old Moshi Horse, a native mounted levy formerly used
on expeditions, and disbanded a few years ago. Some of
their leading men had settled in parts of the country where
they knew the white man never went; and giving out that
they were sent by the white man to keep order, they pro-
ceeded to exploit the surrounding country for their own
purposes. They were accompanied by many followers armed
with Dane guns, and stopped at nothing, including murder,
to enforce their power. Three of the leading ones were
arrested during the year, condemned to death for murder,
and executed—one in the neighbourhood of the Sapari Hills
and two at Gambaga.
The opening of the station at Lorha has had an excellent
effect on the turbulent Lobis on our side of the river, though
I understand the same tribe still give much trouble to the
French on their side. There are still a few in the south-west
corner who have not come in yet; but they have been recently
visited, and an effort has been made to induce them to give
up looting and fighting.
There is still a tendency in this part of the country to fly
to the bow and arrow on the least provocation, but the cases
are now usually reported by the Chiefs, a few of whom are
making a great effort to rule their newly obtained districts
in an efficient manner, as they are beginning to realise how
trade is affected by this danger of being shot at, and how
little of it comes to these districts in consequence; for, though
NORTHERN TERRITORIES OF THE GOLD COAST 359
they do not at present want to buy anything, they make
money out of providing the caravans with food.
For the last eighteen months Commissioners have been
able to travel, during the dry season, at least three weeks in
the month, with the result that nearly every town has been
visited and located on a map at which the Intelligence
Department are working, with a view of bringing out a new
issue shortly.
The above description has, I hope, given you some idea
of the country and the difficulties encountered in gradually
civilizing a thoroughly wild and uneducated race, those in
the north being particularly hostile and suspicious a few
years ago. The result has been that, without any recent
military expedition, the whole country has been brought into
touch with the Administration, and there are increasing signs
every time I go round on tour of the great change that is
coming over the country. The Chiefs and their followers
not only listen to your palaver now, but they ask intelligent
questions, often coming back the next day to ask further
questions, showing they have discussed the things one has
told them.
We now come to the possibilities of the country in view
of the remuneration we are going to get out of it in return
for all the trouble and money spent in opening it out.
I was asked the other day by a distinguished officer of my
regiment, who has done geographical work in various parts
of Africa, West, South and Central, as to what would happen
if we left those countries where white men can never settle
permanently, to themselves;—whether the enormous cost of
Administration brought adequate returns, and whether there
would be a great effect on trade if all European Powers
abandoned their unhealthy sub-tropical countries? Perhaps
someone in the room can answer these questions better than
I can. I take it we are there (that is, people in my position)
to do all we can to foster trade, and in doing so to see every
precaution taken to force that trade into the English market,
and to keep out all adjacent foreign countries from partaking
in that trade. In doing so we are obliged to raise the native
to a higher standard of civilization in accordance with our
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European ideas. Is the native any happier for it? He has
all he wants at present, as many wives as he likes, plenty
to eat and plenty of time to sleep in the long hot hours
between eleven and four, the equivalent to amusement being
an occasional fight with a neighbouring town or a hunt for
bush meat. As a result of our efforts he now becomes rest-
less, he wants better clothes, he becomes insubordinate to his
parents, to his Chief. If he goes to work, in this early stage,
his heart is not in his work, he wants all the time to get back
to his country and loaf, and in his heart of hearts longs for
the time to return when there was no hustling white Sahib to
disturb his peaceful existence. People at home say, " Look
at the increased interest he will take in life when he becomes
civilized and leads a more intellectual existence." Possibly
so, but those of us who live amongst them often think that
the initial stage is not a happy time for them. They are
very conservative; what was good for their fathers is good
enough for them; their fathers did not wear clothes, nor will
they; they didn't work in the mines, nor will they. This was
said to a Commissioner quite recently near Bawku.
Granting it is our mission to educate them, the best means
to do so is the most troublesome matter for thought that
every Administrator in Africa has to face. The old method
of educating the brain, without any attempt to do the same
to the eye and hand, has had the result of producing an ever-
increasing class of superficially educated native whose one
idea is to be a clerk, and who looks down on manual labour
in any form as derogatory. At the same time, it is useless
to look for increase of trade amongst these races until educa-
tion has stimulated their desire for better surroundings and
the luxuries of life.
In 1909 a large primary school will be started at Tamale,
while a Technical and Agricultural School has been inau-
gurated at Accra, to which some representatives from Ashanti
and the Northern Territories are to be sent.
From the point of view of increased trade, a complete and
thorough scheme of education all over the country is in my
opinion certainly of as much use at present as money spent
on roads. The leaving of education to Missionary Societies,
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biassed as they are, and comparatively few of them providing
for technical instruction, seems to me to be absolutely wrong,
and to be shirking one's responsibilities. The Government
should, if possible, do the education entirely themselves, on
a properly-thought-out scheme, and something in the shape
of a University should be kept before us as a possibility or
even a necessity at an early date, in some suitable Colony on
the Coast, at which the rising generation of all the Colonies
can finish their education, in preference to being sent to
England to do so.
Labour.—At the request of the Mines Manager in the
Tarkwa District, an effort has been made to induce the natives
to go down to work in the mines. About 400 are at work,
and the future supply will depend very much on their report
as to treatment and the amount of pay they save.
Reports at present to hand show that whereas on one or
two Mines the Managers are taking much trouble with them,
on others they are being exploited by the more astute natives
of the Coast, and will probably return with nothing. With
care and trouble there is without doubt a large supply of
labour to draw on, should the Mining Industry develop and
require it, but if the natives once get an idea that they cannot
save money, the supply will cease at once. The labourers
from the North-western Province, where most of them have
come from, are men of good physique, and I understand
they are giving satisfaction.
Local Labour is easily procurable and has been largely
employed during the current year on the telegraph extension.
This Mine Labour has been taken up as a means of educa-
tion as well as a help to the Mine Managers. It also keeps
the wages in circulation in the Colony itself instead of
letting them go to Mendis, Yorubas and others who take
their savings back to their own countries.
The experiment has been going on for a little over a year
now, and all men wh'o have saved over ^14 are being taken
back this month to their country by their Provincial Com-
missioner, who is returning from leave. It is confidently
expected that, when the others see them return with some-
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thing saved, we shall be able to enlist many to do the surface
work of the railway extension in the Colony and also increase
the supply available for the mines.
New Headquarters.—Considerable progress has been made
with the new headquarters at Tamale. Houses two storeys
high and offices are being built of sandstone with shingle
roofs. Everything except nails and cement is found in the
neighbourhood. An excellent water supply exists, and the
wells are being covered in and provided with pumps. With
the help of the Hannattan, it would be easy by means of
windmill pumps to provide a good water-supply to any of
the residential sites. The country round is thickly popu-
lated and contains 8 or 9 extremely large towns, at which
enormously attended markets are held every sixth day.
When I left, at the commencement of April, an extensive
site had been cleared of roots and undergrowth, and the
following buildings completed: a Court House and Com-
missioner's office, Treasjury buildings, Main Guard Room,
General Store, Constabulary Store and offices, a temporary
prison and hospital. A road nearly a mile long to the site
of the Chief Commissioner's Bungalow has been made, and
by the side of it a double and a single bungalow are com-
pleted, and the site for a transit quarter, with club house
underneath, including tennis court and croquet lawn, cleared
and prepared. A golf course is in existence, and a fine polo
ground can be made as soon as sufficient Europeans are in
residence. Very fair horses can be bought from £5 to ,£10,
and there is good shooting in the neighbourhood.
Situated on a ridge, with extensive views to the east
and north in open park-like country, with excellent water
supply, and reported among natives as being extremely
healthy for men, cattle and horses, it is doubtful if a better
placed settlement exists in West Africa. There are plenty
of sites for European residences, should traders settle
later on.
The out-stations are being improved, burnt brick gradually
taking the place of the old swish buildings, and next year
it is hoped that the water supply will be taken in hand, and
all possible contamination from surface water stopped.
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Revenue.—The Revenue of the country is practically en-
tirely derived from caravan tolls, a much-criticised method
of raising it, but one which in my opinion is easiest to collect
and which appeals to the native, as he has always been
accustomed to pay it, and in a much greater proportion than
he does now. If you take the average value of a load of
cloths, &c, bought in Kumasi as ,£15, two shillings
does not appear a crushing toll in return for good roads
and safe conduct. In the old days they paid a great deal
more, and often had their whole loads looted. I have never
heard a grumble from a native yet, the complaints against
the method coming mainly from the European traders on
the Coast. The Revenue from this toll has grown each year
since the country was opened up. In 1900 it was ,£7,000
odd; in 1904, ,£12,000 odd; and in 1907 £18,000. The total
expenditure for 1907 was £54,000, but it must be remem-
bered that no credit is given to the Northern Territories in
the Revenue figures as to their share of the Customs. In
1900 the Imperial grant was £131,760, since which year it has
dropped to nothing.
The Protectorate and Ashanti are now treated as financially
part of the Colony, as they should be; the money to carry
on the Government coming practically out of one purse.
Giving us our share of the Customs, and taking away the
cost of one Company of the Regiment which we maintain—
viz., £6,000—the Protectorate may be looked on as nearly
paying its way. The Company is not a necessity, at the
strength at which it is maintained, but forms part of the
general scheme on which the West African Force is kept up.
A slight increase to the present numbers of the Constabulary,
costing about £1,500, would meet all the wants of the Pro-
tectorate itself. The increase in the Revenue last year, 1907,
amounted to £4,000, or more than 25 per cent, of the total
for 1906, which may be considered extremely satisfactory.
If a revenue must be raised out of the country itself, it must
come from Caravan Toll, Hut Tax or Poll Tax, an addition
to the spirits import duty at the ports of entry in no way
falling on the Protectorate, as the sale of spirits is not
allowed. Hut-tax is collected by the French across the
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border, and could be by us, but I am strongly against Hut-
tax being collected till we know every town that exists.
When the next census is taken in 1911 (which will have to
be started in 1910), and in conjunction with it the map com-
pleted with every town entered on it, then I think the question
of Hut-tax may be considered, and there is no doubt that a
very large revenue could be collected at even is. a hut. The
Protectorate forms the high road from Ashanti to the whole
of Northern Africa, Sokoto, Kano and Timbuctoo for all
caravans that come for Kola. They bring down cattle and
Moshi cloth or money from Moshi, ma Salaga, to Egura,
this place being the furthest south they like to take their
donkeys. Here the caravans wait, whilst some of their
members drive the cattle into Kumasi, sell, and collect their
money (often a matter of some time), and return with kola,
which is packed into pannier baskets and carried by the
donkeys. Kola costs about 10s. per 1,000 nuts, and the latter
sell for as much as 3s. each and more in the far north.
These caravans do about 12 miles a day, and besides kola
they carry up Kumasi goods bought from the European firms
who have opened establishments there. Some of the men
accompanying their caravans will carry as much as aoolb.
weight on their heads.
Besides kola, another import to the Northern Territories
is salt from Addah at the mouth of the Volta. This is in
great request by the natives of the Protectorate, as well as
the caravans for the north, and forms a very substantial
amount of the total revenue. In order to keep the supply
up to the demand, a ferry toll of 5s. is imposed
on all salt going to Togoland, and, to ensure against
smuggling, the salt is conveyed up the river by the
Preventive Police Service till it reaches Kratchi. At
Kratchi it is transhipped by porterage across the rapids and
again conveyed by canoe to Yeji, a certain percentage
only being allowed to cross to Togoland at 5s. a load.
At Yeji 2s. is paid on every bag of salt, and after that it
is immune from further Caravan Toll, when it is later sold
by the bag and transported by individual traders to Salaga,
Tamale, Gambaga or other markets in the north. Repre-
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sentations have been made that this ferry toll of 5s. to Togo-
land should be removed, but I am informed, and I believe
correctly, that the day we take it off, the Germans would put
it on, as they want their own imported sale to supply their
markets. At any rate at present the supply at Yeji barely
meets the demand, and whatever the salt traders may say as
to the impossibility of making any money, the bags remain
a very short time on their hands, and the amount of
salt sent up each year is increasing. The size of a convoy
may be realised from the fact that when I was last in Yeji,
^170 was paid on one convoy at as. a bag. A
load of salt weighs 6olb., or 40 to a ton, and a canoe holds
about a ton and a half, so that the convoy would amount to
about 30 canoes. Some of these canoes at present return
with shea butter, and others empty, so that this would be
our most economical transport for any products, from the
Northern Territories to the sea coast.
Cotton was tried last year, the B.C.G.A. kindly providing
some seeds of two sorts for experimental purposes:—
(a) American Rattler Cotton.
(b) Volta River Cotton.
They were tried at two places, Salaga, 23 miles from the
River and the centre of a big distributing trade, and Yeji,
on the banks of the Volta. One was a failure at both places,
and we were under the impression that it was the American;
but a report by the Imperial Institute on a sample sent from
Yeji states that it resembled American Rattler; and the
Commissioner may have mixed them up.
The Report on the Cotton was as follows:—
Remarks.—" The Cotton is of distinctly promising quality
" and would be readily saleable in this country. It is similar
" in character to ' Improved' American Upland but some-
" what depreciated in value by the presence of stained fibre.
" If greater care were taken in cultivation and means adopted
" to combat the ravages of insect pests, the cotton would be
" much improved and probably equal in value to the better
" qualities of American cotton grown from selected seed."
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Enormous tracts of country could be put under cultivation
near Yeji, the centre of the salt distributing trade, and a
canoe from there to Kpong, with one transhipment at
Kratchi over a mono-rail being made this year, takes
from 5 to n days, according to the amount of water
in the river. On the way down it passes Labolabo, the
present settlement of the B.C.G.A., and could be sent to
the Coast in the same way as the cotton is sent from there.
By means of aerial railways over the rapids it might be
possible to make the river into an excellent means of transport
to the Protectorate.
Other products under investigation at the present moment
are Tobacco, Shea butter, Copal, Wood-oil, Gambia pods.
The Travelling Inspector belonging to the Imperial Insti-
tute, who visited the country in March of this year, reports
that it appears to be largely suited for cotton growing; other
valuable products he saw, which have been found to pay in
Northern Nigeria, and which might leave a margin of profit,
are fibre (Hibiscus) grown in Tamale and apparently about
equal to Indian Jute, gums from Acacia Arabica, A. Sie-
beriana and four or five other trees. The Rubber found con-
sisted of the Apocynaceous vines, Landolphia Omariensis
and another species of Landolphia, found at Dogankasi, near
Salaga. The Daniellia Thurifera tree supplied not only
copal, but wood, oil and good building material. The honey
found was poor. Leather is excellently tanned in the north :
the usual dyes being blue, red, green or yellow. Shea
butter exists in large quantities in the centre of the Protec-
torate, and between Savelugu and Gambaga. Native Cotton
is to be found everywhere, also Tobacco.
The smaller crops consist of: Guinea Corn, Red Sorghum
(used for dyeing leather), Millet, Rice, Maize, Pigeon Peas,
Beans, Indigo, Locust Beans, White Yams, Cassava, Sweet
Potatoes, fruit and leaves of the Hibiscus, Ground-Nuts,
and a Solanum which has a fruit like a small tomato.
A travelling native Agricultural Instructor has been ap-
pointed this year to the Protectorate, and is now at Tamale.
The roads to the Protectorate are being improved every
year, and it is now possible to drive a Cape cart over most
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of the main roads. An 18 ft. road is being made from
Kumasi to Tamale at the present moment. It was com-
menced at the end of last year and is making fair progress;
but a much larger staff is required, and steps are now being
taken to form a Roads Department and push the work on
rapidly. The estimated cost is ,£130,000 for the 350 miles
of road, of which 60 miles lies in the densest forest. About
20 miles in the open country will be very expensive forma-
tion over bad swamp, and the remainder will be very easy.
Consisting of iron-stone as it does, motors could be driven
over it now. It will want little doing to it beyond the
removal of stumps and, in places, of rocks.
The main caravan roads to the north are:—
Through Kintampo to Moshi via Bole and Wa.
Yeji to Gambaga and Moshi via Salaga and Tamale.
Salaga to Sokoto and Kano via Yendi.
Many caravans prefer to go up through Gambaga to Sokoto
and Kano before turning east, as by so doing they avoid
German country and have only English and French to travel
through. These roads are now being improved, and caravan-
serais built at the halting-places, consisting of a circular
wall about 100 yards in diameter with 8 to 10 huts in the
enclosure. A system which the Germans have started will
also, I hope, shortly be inaugurated by an arrangement which
gives an automatic water-supply in each caravanserai.
Every village has to make a good 8-foot road to the village
of its paramount Chief, and in the north and north-west,
excellent roads exist which would allow a Commissioner to
drive anywhere in his district. A large number of Rest-
houses for Europeans have been erected all over the country.
In fact, every important Chief is erecting one in his town,
consisting of three round huts, 25 feet in diameter, a kitchen,
a baggage-room, and a boys' room; the whole encircled
by either a wall or fencing, and combining with the roads
to form the white man's seal on the country.
The enormous increase in the number of villages, called
Zongos, which are growing up on the main trade routes, and
exist entirely for supplying passing caravans with food, points
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to the rapidly increasing trade that is partly passing through
the country, but is also going to the Northern Stations,
where huge daily markets are becoming the custom, in place
of none a year or two ago. Market stalls are built at all
the large towns and invariably attract the Hausa trade at
once; and a few months after a permanent market is erected
in a town, a great impetus is given to local trade.
The immunity from being looted is attracting a larger
number of traders every year.
There are a few more words to add on the subject of the
competition we have with our neighbours in our attempts to
attract the trade from the Upper Bend of the Niger to our
country. As long as most of the kola comes from Ashanti,
the trader will come to our markets, but the Germans are
making big plantations of Kola, and, in a few years, may be
able to compete with us in supplying this article, so necessary
to Mohammedans in the north, who use it as a substitute
for alcohol. You will see from the map how, through
natural features and the configuration of the Coast, the
Germans start with a very great deal in their favour. Parame
and Kumasi are approximately on the same parallel of
latitude, and may be considered as lying on the circum-
ference of the same circle in the bend of the Upper Niger.
Again, Bole, Tamale and Yendi may be considered
as lying in the circumference of another circle, and a
day or two one way or the other makes little difference
to a native when in search of the cheapest market
for his purchases and the richest one for the sale of the
cattle, cloth, and shea butter which form the main articles
he brings down. Rubber from an Apocynaceous vine grow-
ing amongst the hills near Lobi forms an occasional load,
and so does ivory. The rubber is scarce and only found
in one district, but is of some value, and attempts are being
made to save these vines from the grass-fires which destroy
them annually.
Last June, at a meeting with the French Officers of the
French Sudan at Navoro, I was informed by them that when
on a recent tour in the bend of the Niger, they had been
struck by the recent change in goods found in the
markets in that part of the country, the English goods
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having vanished and their place being taken by in-
ferior German cloths, &c. I use the word inferior
because they used it. Personally, as far as cloths are
concerned, I have been unable to see any inferiority in
cloth known to have been bought in Togoland as compared
with that sold in Kumasi. Matches, looking-glasses, scent,
&c, as sold in Togoland are miserable substitutes for those
procurable in Kumasi.
The difficulty we have in protecting our own merchants
lies in the fact that it is almost impossible to prevent German
goods being smuggled into the Protectorate without paying
the 10 per cent, ad valorem duty. The country being open,
a smuggler need not keep to the paths or roads, and can
most of the year enter where he likes on a long stretch of
frontier, to watch which with a suitable Preventive Service
would cost more than the result would justify. All we can
do is frequently to inspect the markets at Salaga, Tamale and
Gambaga,—make the masters of the houses in which they
stay responsible to us for reporting the arrival of traders direct
from Togoland—and confiscate the goods of those who do not
report themselves on arrival. Though we catch a certain
number this way, a great many must escape and pass through
to the small markets where no Commissioners are quar-
tered, and where they break up their loads and make it diffi-
cult even for a travelling Commissioner to check them, as
many goods sold in Kumasi bear German trade marks.
Since receiving this report from the French Officers, I and
others have made many enquiries of the natives as to the
reason of their preferring to trade in Togoland. One reason
at the present moment is the difference between cost of
bringing goods to the same level in the interior by Togoland
Railway and by the Gold Coast Railway. In the first
case they go to Kumasi by train (170 miles), and thence
by porterage to Salaga and Tamale, the goods costing
£50 a ton on arrival at the latter station, at the
current rate of wages in Kumasi. In Togoland they go by
train to Parame (70 miles), by porterage over hills through
which it has been found impossible to take the present rail-
way, thence by traction to Kratchi (a motor road is being
made .on this section), and thence to Yendi by porterage.
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The cost by this route is about ,£18 ids. (these figures were
supplied to me by one of the chief merchants on the Coast),
against ^50 a ton, via Kumasi. If Tamale is to become the
northern distributing trade centre, as I am confident it can,
it is necessary to look for some other means of transport
than the railway, and this we find in the Volta River. The
transport to Tamale via Yeji by canoe, and thence with
carriers, costs about the same as the amount for which the
Germans can put their goods into the German market at
Yendi by the previously described route. If we add the 10
per cent, ad valorem duty on German goods crossing the
frontier, amounting to ^60 a ton (taking an average load
of cloths at a value of £i$)> it will be seen that the Germans
cannot compete against our river transport in the interior
trade of the Protectorate, and practically compete on equal
terms with the trade of the Upper Niger. It becomes neces-
sary, therefore, to see whether there are any other reasons
why trade is attracted to Togoland.
At a meeting in Kumasi of local native traders connected
with the northern caravan trade on May 3rd of this year, it
was stated that cattle traders infinitely preferred to come to
Kumasi, where some 10 to 15 cattle and 20 to 40 sheep are
killed every day, and they can get back their money from
the local butchers more rapidly than in any town in Togo-
land. Also that the natives in the Colony were far richer
as a class than those in Togoland; but at the same time the
cost of goods at Kumasi was greater than at Parame and
the railway fare to the Coast much cheaper by the German
than by the English line, viz., as. 8d. against £1 8s.,
though free tickets are now issued on the English Railway
to our traders travelling to Sekondi with a truck-load of
rubber or cattle.
A short time ago powder attracted many to Togoland,
where they could purchase as much as they pleased; and
being there they put their remaining capital into other
German goods. Beads sold by the German firms in Togo-
land seem to be more popular with the northern natives
than the beads purchasable in Kumasi. This has been
repeatedly brought to the notice of the European firms, but
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with no apparent improvement at present. The three
things asked for by the deputation of traders were:—(a)
better beads, (b) thicker copper rods, and (c) a certain white
cloth of a sort purchasable in Lome but not in Kumasi.
I gathered from merchants in Kumasi that the last item re-
ferred to cloth they use for turbans. They also asked that
the road near Mampou might be improved where a bad ridge
of rocks down a very steep incline caused damage to many
of their cattle. This is being done now, and will be an
expensive piece of work to overcome in connection with the
motor transport road from Kumasi to Tamale. These seem
small things, but small things like that make or destroy a
trade in Africa; and, once destroyed, it is difficult to
restore it.
Powder is now purchasable in Kumasi under a permit to
all natives; and this has already had an effect on trade.
This, combined with constant searching of the markets at
Salaga and the imposing of the 10 per cent, ad valorem
duty on German goods, has probably been the reason of the
recent collapse of the Kete (German) market, which I am
told is now quite finished,—the Hausa traders formerly there
are gradually making their way to Tamale.
At Tamale, the new headquarters, the town is being laid
out with a view to the early arrival of European or Native
Storekeepers. Plots have been laid out 200 ft. by 70 ft.
and reserved for European or Native Stores at an annual
rental of £4 a year until 1914, after which, should it be
necessary to make an increase in the rent, such increase is
not to exceed ioo per cent. This money is to be paid to the
Government and spent on improvements in the town.
The Zongo charges are ios. a plot of ioo' x ioo', and the
plots are being taken up rapidly. This rent goes to the
Chief of Tamale.
An official opening of this new station took place on April
10th, 1908, and I wrote to all the European firms on the
Coast, and to the Chambers of Commerce and to some in-
dividual traders I knew, asking them to take the opportunity
of such a gathering of Chiefs and send up someone to see what
the prospects of the country were. The only one to appear,
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however, was a young Swiss, who came in consequence of
a letter I wrote to a German trader, who has been doing
business in British Kratchi for some years. He arrived
one Sunday, bought his plot, and was building a store by
Monday afternoon. He is confident that, by means of the
River communication, he has a good prospect ahead, and that
no Kumasi firms can compete with him in prices unless they
too use the River.
Tobacco and native cotton are grown all over the sur-
rounding country, and big forests of shea butter trees exist
two days' march to the north. A road suitable for wheeled
traffic is being made to Yapei on the River (23 miles), and
it is proposed to make Yapei the river port of the new
township. Improvements are being carried out on a good
road already in existence to Daboya, a great centre of the
salt trade to which canoes can come up most of the year.
Daboya lies on the main trade route through Navoro and
Gambaga to Kintampo.
The local cattle bred in the Protectorate are good eating
and far exceed the coarse Moshi cattle as food for Europeans.
Efforts are being made to increase the trade in these, but the
people are unwilling to part with their cattle, which they
like to keep to look at, as an outward and visible sign to
their neighbours of their importance and wealth. How-
ever, they are beginning to move in this direction, and a
large caravan went down from Navoro under their own
supervision, each Chief sending a few cattle; and the prices
they obtained (from £4 to £6 per head) appeared to satisfy
them immensely. As meat in Sekondi was selling at is. 6d.
a pound, I can't help thinking a great deal could be done
in this trade by enterprising merchants. The indigenous
sheep are good eating, but small, and compare unfavour-
ably with the large horned sheep that pass through from
the north.
Ostriches live in the country and are imported from the
north, and could be probably made to pay well. Recently I
brought home some feathers from one that died in Gambaga,
which I was informed were as good as anything to be obtained
from South Africa.
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The improvement of the river transport seems to be the
thing needed for opening up the Protectorate. The Rail-
way feeds Kumasi, and has an enormous population in
Ashanti to keep up its profits and cover its working expenses,
but the River is the natural and cheapest outlet to any
products from the Northern Territories. Large areas put
under cotton, the ginning being done at Yeji, would open lp
a new trade and give cargo to the many canoes at present
going down empty—or partially filled with shea butter.
The other products previously mentioned as under investi-
gation, such as fibre, gum, copal, and even rubber, may be
found to have sufficient commercial value to make their
cultivation profitable.
Everything that we can do to open up the country, to
interest the natives in work, and to make them trade cus-
tomers is being done; all we wait for now is the advent of
the British trader—^nd fie appears to fear the risk, and,
consequently, things have remained dormant and stagnant.
I fully understand that the expenses connected with such a
business, not over ,£500 a month turnover, are as large as
for one of ^10,000 turnover in clerks, inspection, &c, &c,
and that traders are not anxious to undertake the risk unless
they see a larger turnover is probable. But what I do ask,
and what I think is reasonable, is that, instead of criticising,
on the Coast, the state of roads, &c, of which they know
nothing except by hearsay, some trading experts should
come up and personally investigate the possibilities of the
country and let us know what they want further and what,
if anything, we can do to help them increase a trade which
must naturally assume large proportions as the enormous
population of uncivilized natives accumulates money and a
desire for improved surroundings.
I have to thank you for giving me the opportunity of
bringing this particular country to your notice, not so much
on my own behalf, as on that of the various officials who
have worked so hard to make the new scheme of Administra-
tion the success it has been.
A. E. G. WATHERSTON,
Commissioner, Northern Territory, Gold Coast.
